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Dear General Smith:

The Department of State belleves that It is desirable
to meke certain arrangements for the establishwment of communi-
cations facilities for use in comnection with evacuation of the
Rorthern end Western European area at the time of a possible
emergency. Requests from the field indicate that early consid-
eration must be given to the question of furnishing radio trens-
mitting end receiving equipment, together with operating personnel,
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transmissions being limited, except in situatioms of actwal

emexgency, to the absolute minimum necessary to the assurance

of rellability when required.

As you know, the Communications Division of the Department
has been participating with communications officials of your
Agency in a Joint study of possible comsolidation of emergency
communications programs. I understand that informal egreement

~ has been reached on the desirability of cooperation in a European
emergency communications system of the kind contemplated, and
it i1s understood that some facilities have already been made
available by your Agency at a few of the locations mentioned
above. These faclilities are only available on an iuformal

basis

Lieutenant Genersl) Walter B. Smith
Director of Central Intelligence,
W&Shington, D'O c °
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besis, hovever, and without the full knowledge of the scope and
potentialitles of the network on the part of the missions and
the lisison group which are actively concermed with evacuation
plans. I would appreciate en expression of your view as to the
extent to which the Central Intelligence Agency is prepared to
participate further in a program of this kind. )

Sincerely yours,

' \
(sgd) \ W. PARK ARMSTRONG, JR.
W. Park Armstrong, Jr.
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